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AIDS is a infectious disease. It lasts a life time once it enters the cells in the body. There was no cure for it. After a variable latency period subsequent to being infected the patient's immunological bulwark against infectious disease with time normally crumbles. The body falls prey to assault by opportunistic organisms. Until recently the patient died from this assault on the body. But with modern science we now have hope of survival. This is true with humans and I want to make clear that this is now true with felines, but this fact is little known. 

The immune system has the capacity to harm as well as to heal. Strengthening the immune system without regard to the consequences may increase the replication of the virus. This is the problem of many enhancing herbs such as Echinacea and Astragulus. 

Cats with AIDS require supportive therapies as well as virus-specific therapies. Many veterinarians will not use drugs for AIDS on cats because of their side effects. I think that with the new drugs it is now possible to make use of them. 

The Japanese view medical treatment somewhat differently than in the United States. The Japanese view disease as an integrated whole where United States view is figmented into different systems. I am forced to follow some of the Japanese thinking because toxicity and cost limit my options and not because I don't believe in American medicine. 

Some of my ideas on treatment are new but based on current science. Aids is a complex disease that does not allow for a simple treatment solution. As basic research discovers more about the structure and content of this virus, better solutions will develop. 

Organic chemistry is the foundation which modern medicine is built. It is mostly from biochemistry that we create our medical compounds. The chemical structures that deal with DNA, RNA and proteins. 

In our system there is no cap on price that drug companies may sell their product. The patent on a drug is good for 17 years. All the major trials are done by drug companies. While the United States does not place any restrictions on the price that drug companies charge, a country like Japan puts a cap on the price that a drug may sell for as it tries to limit medical costs. 

Herbs and alternate medicine is allocated little money for trials and research. Although there are many plants that inhibit HIV, only a few are given trials. This causes the making of decision on their use questionable. Some information is available on nutrition but no major trials as drug companies can not get patents for vitamins or food. There is a large market for both drugs and herbs for medical purposes. The companies involved in manufacturing these products are making excessive profits when compared to other industries. 

Research on AIDS has been done for the last 15 years. The major drug used has been AZT that delayed the progression of the virus. Recently a new type of inhibitors have been created that give hope of long term survival for AIDS patients. These have been in existence for the last two years. Progress has recently been made on the theory area of HIV infection. This will further help in identifying target areas for drug companies to create new drugs. 

Presently it is estimated that the average cost over a life time for an AIDS patient is $163,000 and going up. With an present estimate world wide of 30 million people infected with HIV only a small portion will have any treatment. The cost of treating third world country infected is a major problem. 

In the area of Feline AIDS there is only homeopathic alternative as traditional medical veterinarians have had virtually little or no success in treating this disease. Cats with full blown Feline AIDS have an average life expectancy of no more than six months to a year. Homeopathic veterinarians have been successful in treating animals that are not in the advanced stage of AIDS. Most of their treatment has simply been based on nutrition which has prolonged the life of the animal. Traditional veterinarians use steroids to reduce inflammation and wasting. These depress the immune system. Studies show that hormones from the adrenal gland suppress the immune system. 

My experience with Feline AIDS has not been good. I had three cats: one cat lasted two months after it was discovered with AIDS and had to be put to sleep after losing half its weight. One cat is FIV negative. It is my cat Blackie that was 15 years old when I started writing this essay that is infected with FIV that I am now treating. There is no hope that a drug is going to be created soon to deal with Feline AIDS, as there is little profit to be made in this area of medicine for drug companies. The complexity of the disease would make it prohibitive to develop such a drug only for cats. Most drugs now on the market are too toxic for cats. 

This leaves cat owners looking to solve a problem and very little information available and little help from people in the medical field that treat cats. A need such as this should be filled somehow. I am not qualified to fill that need, but by default will make a layman attempt to do so since spending time on the subject recently. Time in learning about the subject is what most people do not have in this situation, as I myself found out in the case of my cat that died. I had to rely on information that was outdated and most times did not work. That is not to say that what I do know does. Each case of FIV is different. This is a complex disease and treatment depends on how advanced the disease is and how the cat reacts to this treatment. 

The problem is we don't have the information to know how much of a herb to give and how many times to give it. That requires testing and that is not being done presently. It becomes guess work and luck! 

I am a computer programmer who simply gathers information and not a medical doctor trained to know anything about these problems. And I know very little except from what I have read. My hospital or medical experience has been in the financial area. I am simply not qualified to make a sound judgment on the information I have gathered. This is guess work and should be accepted as such. 

It is only a few months ago that I purchased a personal computer. The system cost me $1500. It is an Intel 200 MMX, with a Epson 600 color printer and 15 inch monitor. The World Wide Web service cost me another $100 for a year. 

Being on the World Wide Web has given me access to the latest information on AIDS. Without this computer I would be lost as the books printed on AIDS are already outdated by the time they are printed and placed in the library. Which is why a person should have access to a computer if they really want to know what is happening in medicine. Unfortunately, the information I have found for FIV is outdated; most have been taken from a few books in the library with information on very outdated treatment. A person could use the information on HIV and apply it to treatment for Feline AIDS, which is what I have done. 

FIV disease is a multifactorial process controlled by the complicated interplay of stimulatory and inhibitory factors concentrated in the lymphoid tissue, the centers of immune activity in the body. 

There are a number of targets that drug companies presently use to attack HIV virus during it cycle. 

1. HIV binding and cell entry point. 

2. Reverse Transcription 

3. Regulatory Proteins 

4. HIV translation and protein assembly 

5. Budding from cell 

Presently medical science has in some cases been able to eliminate the HIV virus from the blood stream but traces still remain in lymphoid tissues. Until the virus is completely eliminated the patient must remain on treatment. The newest HIV combo is DDI/Hydrea. Hydrea has been around for 30 years treating cancer. In some reported cases there has been a reduction after three months to undetectable. There are a number of side effects such as diarrhea. They are considered toxic drugs which is why they are not used on cats. 

I use the following powder formula to treat my cat Blackie: 

Maitake 600 mg............protects T-cells? 

Shiitake 100mg 3.2% ks-2..Increase white blood cells 

Garlic powder teaspoon...antibiotic 

Grape Seed Tru-opc 75mg...Increase vitamin c cell level 

Licorice Root 396mg ......Creates interferon 

St John's Wort (Hypericin 3%) Blocks entry of FIV into cells 

Alpha Lipoc Acid 50mg....Enhances vitamin c and e 

NAC......................Suppress TNF (wasting) 

Green Tea 400mg..........FIV reverse transcriptase 

L-Glutamine..............muscle builder 

L-Carnitine 250mg......... for wasting 

Olive Leaf 250mg 6% Oleuropein...Heart, virus inhibition 

Vitamin C 500mg..........Nutrient 

HMB 250mg Potassium Phosphate 50mg..Muscle builder (wasting) 

Sardines in tomato sauce...Contains Nucleic Acid (RNA, DNA) for healthier cells. This is included in diet. 

.. My batch formula contains two capsules each except for vitamin C which includes four tablets. Licorice root is not good for cats. Garlic may instigate anemia when used long-term. After short time half amount for both. 

In clinical production of interferon following induction, IFN synthesis and secretion can first be detected after 2-3 hours, peaks by around 10 hours and continues for up to 20 hours. Near maximal accumulation of IFN is achieved by around 10-12 hours. For this reason it is a good idea to break formula up giving once in early morning and again in late evening. I also give Blackie after supper two capsules of Shiitake, half a capsule of Green tea and one tablet of Grape Seed. 

The formula I place in a teaspoon about half full and use my thumb and second finger in placing a pinch of formula in place. At this point rub it against the mouth. I find this to be the easiest method on myself and the cat. 

I have been treating my cat when I started writing this essay for about six months. The last month fully on the complete formula. I estimate the cost per year will be $600. This is not a cheap disease to treat. 

Those cats with AIDS may try to use a drug. Most Protease inhibitors for HIV will not work for cats. A side effect most common is diarrhea. Work with a veterinarian who will help in dealing with side effects. The usual herbs for dealing with diarrhea are Ginger, Black Walnut and Acidophilus. 

I don't know if there will be a rebound of the viral load which generally shows up after stopping the use of the drug. If it does you will have to use a stop and go treatment. I think my herb formula should maintain the viral level but it is not known that is will. 

PMPA is another drug that may be used on cats once it is approved for use on humans by FDA. It was used experimentally on cats recently with good results. It is 100 times less toxic than AZT. 

While science tries to figure out how to reconstruct the immune system that was destroyed by AIDS, use Colostrum which will help replace partly the immune system that was destroyed. Children and kittens just born do not have developed immune systems. They feed in the beginning from their mother breast. The fluid secreted from the breast of female is known as colostrum or mother's milk. It contains growth factors, hormones, enzymes, and other substances that are immune-protective. 

A problem that is not mentioned much is the hormones from the adrenal gland which suppress the immune response which helps the HIV/FIV progress to AIDS or make the AIDS disease worse. Cortisol is suppose to assist the body in routing the viral infection, but the AIDS virus causes the adrenal gland to create cortisol in excess, creating a immune suppression response that produces the same symptoms as AIDS if left untreated. Cortisol causes a wasting problem. VPR gene seems to be one of the villains in this disease. 

Anti-cortisol drugs such as Anticort or RU-486 are used to stop cortisol immune suppression. This creates a method of treating the AIDS disease along with the traditional method dealing with drugs that inhibit HIV/FIV in cells. Have the veterinarian use an approved anticortisol drug and monitor your cat. 

Because of the cortisol problem I decided to use "Vital Pet" a dietary supplement containing Procaine HCI 50mg, an anticortisol element. I will try one tablet a day for three months, twice a year; placing the tablet with Shiitake, Green tea, Grape seed that is given once a day. 

Since too little cortisol as well as excess cortisol causes problems, too long a use of supplement can cause serious side effects. Giving my cat Blackie this supplement may slow the progression of FIV infection, as it inhibits vpr gene. Procaine HCI is used in Anticort. In Europe this supplement is called "Gerovital H3" and has been used for 15 years. There have been reported problems with the quality of supplement manufactured outside United States. 

After a few days I observed an anti-aging process in my cat which is what the supplement claims to do-of cause internally this is not the case. The claim is "Gerovital H3 has been called the fountain of youth, the miracle ant-aging vitamin product, the total rejuvenator." Whether the supplement works for FIV infection is not something you can observe, but this is at least a hopeful sign. 

There is nothing about herbs that automatically makes them non-toxic just because they are natural. Medicinal herbs contain powerful, pharmacologically active compounds. They are drugs and should be approached with caution. 

In time there will be advances made with AIDS disease. Treatment of AIDS will be more efficient. All the drugs that treat AIDS are toxic and have side effects. This presents problems to patients maintaining their treatment. We can look forward to further progress in the development of safer and more efficient drugs. 

I find AIDS for cats treatable and worth the effect. The information I have given should help in dealing with what can be a very emotional situation. I wish you luck in treating this disease. 

I modified his treatment to add one capsule of Olive Leaf in the morning and another in the evening with my formula. I did this after reading an article on Naltrexon and Olive Leaf treatment. At this point I had been treating Blackie for nine months. I don't know what the result of treatment would have been if he had lived longer. He lived to be fifteen and a half years old. 

