Basic Rabbit Care
Housing:  Wire cages are often used, but to reduce the risk of trauma to the feet (“sore hocks”), at least half of the flooring should be covered with towels, wood, or plexiglass.  Glass enclosures are not suitable, as they do not allow for adequate ventilation.  Rabbits can easily be litter trained like cats.  They should not be allowed to roam the house without close supervision, as they love to chew, and can be very destructive to your house and furniture, and may also injure themselves by chewing on electrical cords or toxic plants.  An alternative is to have a “rabbit proofed” room where they can exercise. Be sure to include hiding areas for each rabbit to help them feel secure.  Fresh water should be available at all times, and bowls are preferable to sipper bottles which must be inspected daily to be sure the nipple isn’t clogged.  Each rabbit should have its own enclosure when not being supervised, as they are likely to fight if housed together.  Rabbits tolerate cold weather better than hot weather (40-82˚F), and are very susceptible to heat stroke.  Rabbits may also be housed outdoors if provided shelter from wind, cold and hot weather, and measures are taken to keep out predators.
Diet:  Rabbits tend to eat mostly in the early morning and at night.  It is normal for them to pass small soft stools called “night feces” or cecotropes at night, which they immediately ingest (coprophagy).  These cecotropes are high in Vitamins B and K, and contain twice the protein and half the fiber of hard feces which are passed during the day.  Ingesting these feces allows the rabbit to absorb previously undigested nutrients, and reinoculate the gut with essential nutrients. Commercially available pelleted diets are commonly fed to rabbits, but can quickly lead to obesity and/or abnormally soft stools if fed free-choice.  Good quality timothy hay provided “free-choice” is much more suitable as the bulk component of the diet.  The hay also helps to avoid overgrowth of the teeth, and destructive chewing habits due to boredom.  The diet can also be supplemented with fresh grass, alfalfa hay or pellets, other hays or grains, a variety of vegetables, and gnawing toys such as untreated wood or sturdy plastic animal toys.  Rabbits drink much more for their size than many other animals, so be sure to provide plenty of fresh water at all times.  Lack of water can quickly lead to anorexia and serious health problems.
Handling and Restraint:  Rabbits should NEVER be picked up by their ears.  They should be grasped by the scruff with one hand, and their hindquarters supported with your other hand.  You can tuck its head under your arm to cover its eyes, helping to calm and relax the rabbit while giving you more control if it starts to struggle or kick.  Without proper restraint, a rabbit can kick so hard it may break its own back!  Rabbits should be placed back into their cage rear end first to decrease the chance of kicking when its feet touch the floor of the cage.

Veterinary Care:  No vaccinations are required for rabbits, but an annual physical exam with a fecal check for parasites should be done.  Your veterinary visit is also a good time to ask more detailed questions about proper husbandry and nutrition.

Common diseases: Pasteurella (“snuffles”), mucoid enteropathy and other causes of diarrhea, bladder stones, uterine adenocarcinoma and pyometra in unspayed females, trichobezoars (hairballs), overgrown nails, skin diseases, parasites, overgrown incisors, pododermatitis (“sore hocks”), and antibiotic toxicity.

