Vaccinating Your Non-traditional Pets

We know you have ‘em!  We’ve see them when they’re not feeling well, or when we’re at your house for your cats, dogs, or horses.  What are we talking about?  The list is long, including goats (yes, even those pygmies), sheep, alpacas, llamas, rabbits, guinea pigs, pot belly pigs, chinchillas, rats, birds, ferrets, and reptiles.  Not all of them need regular vaccines, but this is a guide to help you figure out which ones do.

Ferrets

Canine Distemper – This viral disease is the same systemic illness that dogs can get.  Make sure the vaccine is labeled for ferrets though!  First vaccine should be at 8 weeks old, then booster two more times at 3 week intervals.  After that, booster annually.

Rabies – Similar to cats and dogs, ferrets should receive this vaccine at 3 months old, then booster annually.

Chinchillas

Pseudomonas aeruginosa – This is a bacteria for which you can vaccinate your fur ranch chinchillas.  Otherwise, no other vaccines are recommended.

Rabbits

There are no vaccines currently recommended for rabbits.

Rodents

There are no vaccines currently recommended for rodents.
Hedgehogs, Sugar Gliders, Prairie Dogs, and Guinea Pigs

There are no vaccines currently recommended for these pocket pets.

Pot Belly Pigs

Tetanus – This paralytic disease should be vaccinated for in all pigs.  Can be combined with other Clostridial vaccines.  Vaccinate first at 8-10 weeks, again at 12-14 weeks, then boostered yearly.

Leptospirosis –  A disease that can cause hemolysis of blood cells, abortion, and kidney failure, breeding sows should definitely be vaccinated.  Be cautious of reactions.

Erysipelas – A systemic disease that also causes skin lesions, all pigs should be vaccinated.  Follow vaccination schedule as for tetanus.

Bordatella, Pasteurella, Streptococcus, and Hemophilus – All bacterial organisms, these cause respiratory and reproductive infections.  These can come in combination with other vaccinations, and should be given in the same schedule as above. 

Psittacine birds (including parrots and budgerigars)

Avian Polyomavirus – A disease of fledglings, it will cause sudden death.  This vaccine should be given to birds in aviaries, or when birds are being bred.  First to be given at 35 days old, then given 2 more times at 2-3 week intervals.  Booster annually.
Pacheco virus – A Herpes virus, this vaccine should only be given to high risk birds (those in an aviary, or traveling).

Poultry

Avian Pox Virus – A skin disease of broilers, this vaccine should only be given if there are a lot of mosquitoes around or if the flock has been infected before.  They can be vaccinated as early as one day old up to 6-10 weeks old.  One vaccine provides life-long immunity.

Infectious Laryngotracheitis (ILT) – A respiratory disease (Herpes virus), the state of Pennsylvania requires this vaccine to take birds to any fair.  Vaccine can be given when 4 weeks old via the eye drop route.  Recommend vaccinating the entire flock at a time.
Marek’s Disease – Another Herpes virus, it will cause neural, ocular, and skin infections.  Not a required vaccine, but recommended if concerned about outbreaks.

Infectious Bursal Disease – Virus that causes an inflamed bursa.  Also not required but recommended in times of outbreak.

Cattle

Infectious Bovine Rhinotracheitis (IBR)– A respiratory disease (Herpes virus), this vaccine is required in Pennsylvania.  Vaccination schedule should include one vaccine before weaning, one after weaning, then booster annually.
Parainfluenza (PI3) – Another respiratory disease, this vaccine is also required in Pennsylvania.  Vaccinate on same schedule as above.

Bovine Viral Diarrhea (BVD) – A disease that causes abortion and gastrointestinal illness, this vaccine is required in Pennsylvania.  Vaccinate on same schedule as above.

Clostridium – There are many types of Clostridium, including tetanus, botulism, chauvoei, and sordelli.  A combination vaccine (either a 7-way or the CDT) is available and highly recommended for these neurologic diseases, but is not required.  Vaccinate on same schedule as above.

Bovine Respiratory Syncytial Virus (BRSV) – A respiratory disease, the vaccine is not required but can also be given on the same schedule.

Alpacas and Llamas

Clostridium - There are many types of Clostridium, including tetanus, botulism, chauvoei, and perfringens.  A combination vaccine (either a 7-way or the CDT) is available and highly recommended for these neurologic diseases.  The young should be vaccinated at 2 weeks of age, and boostered again after one month.  Thereafter, booster annually.  Dams should be vaccinated 2 and 1 months prior to giving birth.

Rabies – This neurologic disease is a virus for which we usually do recommend vaccinating.  It can be given to young with their second vaccination, then boostered annually. 

Goats and Sheep

Clostridium - There are many types of Clostridium, including tetanus, botulism, chauvoei, and sordelli.  A combination vaccine (either a 7-way or the CDT) is available and highly recommended for these neurologic diseases.  Does should be vaccinated 30 days before kidding, then the kids vaccinated at 1-2 months old, then boostered again 1 month later.  If does were not vaccinated while pregnant, kids should be vaccinated at week of age.  Booster annually.  
Rabies – This neurologic disease is a virus for which we usually do recommend vaccinating.  It can be given to young with their second vaccination, then boostered annually. 

Reptiles

Even though several vaccines are currently being developed and research is ongoing, at this time there are no commercially available vaccines for any reptiles.
